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Biſeeal, near Redruth, Cornwall. 


Y Son, Samuel Hitchens, was born on the 
22d of March, 1723. He was brought 
up to read and write, But he had almoſt for- 
got that, and every thing which is good, until 
God ſent his Miniſters into theſe parts allo, 70 
call ſinners to repentance. He was ſoon ver 
deeply convinced of fin: particularly, in the 
beginning of January, 1744, while Mr, Reeves 
was praying in my houſe. In the middle of 
our prayer, he fell to the ground, and cried fo 
bard, that it greatly ſurpriſed us all. We 
were met, to take our leave of Mr. Reeves 
and John Daniel, who were going to Bri/- 
tol. Mr. Reeves raiſed him up, and ſtrove 
to comfort him. But he ſtill cried out, „He 
was a loſt, undone inner. “ In the morning 
they ſet out before it was day. Samuel would 
needs go with them, He had not rode fix miles, 
before God ſpoke peace to his foul, He rode 
about ten miles further, and then returned home 
Te]oicing. , ELM 
2. But it was not long before his faith was 
tticd, The Devil ficit Grove to reaſon bim out 
of 
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of it. But he could not prevail. Then he ſtir- 


red up. the world againſt him. They came in 
multitudes, threatning to kill us all, and broke 
down the door and all the windows of the houſe, 
where we uſed to meet. Alter we had repaired 


theſe, thev came and tore down the houſe 1t- 


felf, ſwearing they would tear down the houſe 
allo where he lived. And we were forced to 
ſtop up the chamber windows as weil as we could, 
or we ſhould have been itoned as we lay in our 


beds. 


3. When this did not move him, they got a- 


warrant, and came to preſs bim for a ſoldier, 


much about the time that thev had preſiecd the- 
Rev. Mr. Graves at S“. 74%. and carried him on 
board a man of war. And ſeveral. of our 
neighbours who were quiet, induſtrious men, 
they did preſs, by virtue of that warrant, and 
carried them away from their work, and wives 
and families. But God f{uffered them not to 
touch him, tho' he was daily in his ſhop, and 
going up and down about his bulinels, 

4. But he was not ſo well aware of another 
ſnare which was laid for him: For ſoon after, 


having ſome thoughts of marriage, he gave Way 


by little and I1ttie, tillhe found his heart was quite 
drawn away "Be God. Hereby he was quick- 


ly plunged into utter darkneſs of foul, and fe] 


under ſtronger conviftions than at fur. He of- 
ten told his brother, „he was in hell.” He wan- 
dered about in the fields by night, Heling ret, 
b ut fin ding none: and often threw himſelf ON 
the earth, and beat his head againſt the ground. 
And once when his brother and feveral others 
were preſent, he caſt himſelf on the ground, 


roaring aloud for the ai/quietneſs of fas heart, and 
beat and cut himſelf in leveral places. 
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5. He was quite delivered in a moment, in 


December laſt, and the Lord was with him as at 
the firſt. But after this deliverance, he began 
more ſenſibly to feel his want of inward holineſs, 
Be had always walk'd very circumſpectly, hav- 
ing a tender conſcience, even in the ſmalleſt 
things, avoiding all light difcourſe, and finding 
conſtant power over anger, his boſum fin, But 
this did not make him ſhut his eyes againſt the 
light, which ſhewed him the corruptions of his 
heart. A! this knowledge, in particular, he 
Was Willing 0 learn, even from the meaneſt in— 
ſtrument. Nor did it coſt any one. much trouble 
to teach im; for he was indeed a man that fears 
ed always: Being fo jealous of his own heart 
and conduct, that halt a ſentence, ſometimes a 
ſingle word, even 3 look, would ſhew him 
what was amiſs. And reproof, inſtead of falling 
ſhort, would trequenily flrike much deeper than 
was intended. 

6. He was very zealous for the Lord, and 
had great opportunities of ſhewing it in his daily 
buſinels. For abundance of tinners came to his 
ſhop (he being a ſmith by trade) both at morn- 
ing and mid-day, and in the evening, to have 
their tools repaired, Theſe he continually ex- 
horted and reproved, with great boldneſs and 
plainnefs of ſpeech: And yet ſo meekly, that 
few of them went away angry. and the greater 
Part were quite in love with him, 

7, His common hours of ſleep, were between 
eleven and five, He was very diligent in his 
labour. Yet he could not refrain from breaks 
ing it off now and then, to go up into a little 
room, which he had purpoſely built jult over 
his ſhop, and pour out tus ſoul before God. 
But be had ſoon made up the time be had thus 

a. | employed, 
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30 
employed, fo that no neceſſary buſineſs was neg- 
lected. 

8 He had frequent and fore conftlifis with 
the enemy of fouls, who was permitted to. ſilt 
him with divers temptations. One of the molt 
dreadful was, doubting the being of a God; but 
out of this alſo the Lord delivered hi im. 

His love of ſonls cannot eaſily be deſcribe 
ed, eipecially thoſe that were more immediately. 
under his care. If any thing was amils in his 
claſs or band, he often felt the weight, before 


he diſcovered the reaſon of it: and would lay it. 


home to them with the greateſt earneſtneſs, till 


he had found out the Keule (| thing. But his 


love was by no means confined to theſe. He 
would lament over ſinners of every kind, thoſe 
eſpecially who would not hear the call of God, 


with inexpreſhible grief and tenderneſs.” The 


prophet Jeremial was in this his particular fa— 
vourite. He uſed to tel! much concerning 
« The weeping prophet:” And was often ſaying 
io himielt, O that my head were waters, and mine 
eyes a fountain of tears! If ye will not hear, my, 
ſoul 5 ul weep for you un fecret | places... 


10. By this eager love of fouls; he was even 


conſtrained at the time we had no preacher. 
among us, bimſelf to exhort, fiſt our own, and 
then che fatioties: t6 ron tugerh the grace of God. 
But he had many lharp trials concerning this, 


tearing- he ſhould run before he was ſent © Till. 
one day in May laſt, being in deep diſtreſs, he. 


went up into Ls room, threw himlelf down be- 


fore God, and ceaſed not to wiellle with him in 
prayer, till all his doubistled away, and he was 
_ lully convinced what was the will of God con- 
cerning him. 


11. He often complained, that the world 
A J | Was 
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was a burden to him, and he wanted to be 


wholly fequeſtgred from it. But God convinced 


him-at length, this was not right. I now, faid 


he, ſee plaiuly, there is ſuch a thing as going 


through any bulinels, and taking all prudent care, 
yet ſo. as it {hail only paſs through our bands, 
without either troubling or intangling our hearts“ 
12. For {ome time he was 88 another 
miſtake. He Was even to an extreme, negligent 
df his apparel, thinking it was below the cha- 
ratter of a chriſtian, to have any, the leaſt con- 
cern about it. But afterwards he was clearly 
convinced, that in this alſo he had gone too far, 
and that a chriſtian ought even by his outward 
neatneſs, to fnew forth the purity of his mind. 
12. The laſt great temptation into which he 
fel}, 'was that of denying to the body even what 
was neceſlary for its ſupport. T nough he work- 
ed bard at his own buſineſs, and ſpent his 
" rength very much, in all the intervals of his 
ork, in going up and down and exhorting the 


t)Cietic 8. Is could not be - prevailed On 10 take 
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* 5 5 * 1 4 3 — G 
jungs. For a confiderable time before he was 


fick, be whoilly abſtain d from fleſh. And even 
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as if he ſeidom'or never cat lo as to ſatisfy na- 


wre. The error of this was not ſbewed him, 


wo before he was taken 1}: When 
y convinced, that {ceing the body 
as well as the ſoul is: committed to our charge 
we ought with bindence and moderation to uſe 
all Proper 8 1 r tn e Preſerving the One 43 
well as the other. | 

14. This temptation, I believe, began and 
ended, while he walked in the broad light of 


God's 


11 1} {1 day 0 
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God's countenance: which he enjoyed with 
little intermiſſion for two or three months be- 
fore his laſt fickneſs. Indeed it increaſed very 
much toward the period of his life: He ſaw the 
corruption that remained in his heart. But tho? 
they were not deſtroyed, yet they were {aft 
bound, ſo that they could not hurt him. The 
only ſhadow ol doubt which he had was this: 
W hether the peace he had was not too great, 
while fin remained? But this was but a few mo- 
ments at atime. And © eer he was aware (he 
laid) his ſoul flew back and CEMETER in God.” 
13. On Wedneſda v, Aug. 13. Fehn Trembath, 
being ill of a malignant fever, and as it was be 
jieved both by himielt and ot here, ready to * 
p rt, defired to take his leave of the family. 
Sr mize! ſtoop'd down to kils him, and was im 
d Mabel enlibſe he had ca- 16h the diſtemper. 
ever he met the ſociety in the evening, 
and was unuinally vehement in prayer. Vhur/- 
day; the 14th, be continued ww orking at his 
trade, till about four in the aſternoon. Being 
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then obliged to leave off, he came in to his 
rents, and laid, he Was not well. He talked 
of ſickneſs and death with as much eaſe as of go- 
ing to lleep, and moſtly with a {mill ng counte- 
nance. Jowairds evening he tcok his bed: As 
he lay down he faid, Once I laid on this bed, 
full of guilt and fears; but now they are all taken 
away.  Biefſed 5 God and Father of our 
Lord Jefvs Chriſt, for lending his meile engers 
into theſe Parts. Now is the barveſt game 
Now I thall reap the end of all my prayers.” 

16. About nine his mother and I came to 
him, and he ſaid, © Mother, you are troubled 
about many things. I know you have a great 
Crus now ſleknels is in the houſe, over and 


above 
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above the care of this large family. Father, you 


muſt bear your part. There is a want in you: 


both. You are religious ſingly: but you are 


not free in confeſſing your faults and temptations: 


one to another. It would be a great help, if 
you would ſet apart a time for this: for. the fa- 
mily in general once a week. God has made 
vou an Drum? nt of keeping his little flock 
togetherin this-piace. I believe you do it with 
all your heart. Let us do it chearful ly, and 
he will greatly blels us all.“ 

17. Hou pail: 4 the night without fleep; ; but 
continually prailing Gad, and exhorting all that 
came in his ſight. To one who ſtood by hin he 
ſaid, I opened my Bible to day, on. the cxii 
Pala. Take the prayer book and find it.“ 
She did ſo, and he took eſpecial notice of the 
6th, 7th, and 8th verles. Tis fweet, faid he, 
to ſpeak thof. words experimen tally: "He ſhall 
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never be Moved, Ile will not be raid of any 


evil tdings; for hs heart jt: endeth faſt, belietung 


2 the Lord. His heart 1s eftabliſhed and will 
not ſhrink until ke jaall fee ins defire upon 11S 
enemies. 

18. In the morning, Friday 15. He was 
full of the ſpirit of grace, and of lupplication; 
always expreiling an unihaken confidence in 
God, and making ſtrong interceilion for the 
church. O; laid he, could 1 but ſee the 
church of Chriſt, in peace and unuy! Of one 
heart, and of one mind! Thea 1 {hould die re- 
joicing indeed!“ 

19. Three of the leaders of claſſes coming in, 
he ſaid, We bave been negiecttul in one thing, 
in not going more diligently alter backſ}:ders, 
and bringing back the theep that were loſt. © 
it is a great thing, to bring one {oul unto the 


Lord! 
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Lord! Let me deſire you to remember it for the 
time to come,” One of them aſked, „Shall I 
pray for you?” he laid, „% Nes; but do not 
pray for my recovery.” After pray ng, he aſk- 
ed, How do you find yourſelf now ? he ſaid, 
bg Clear of doubt: full of God.” 

20. The man coming to him who uled to 
work with him in the (þ op, he ſaid, * John. 
bow 1s the caſe between God and your loul ? 
ot late you have not been ſo earneſt as you was, 
y, Why do you not join the ſociety ? 1 believe 
2 you are kept from outward fin. But that will 
| not do.” A few days after the man came to me, 
deſiring to be admitted into the ſociety, and 
| ſaying, He hoped the words would never go 

y out of his mind, and that he ſhould never reſt 
1 till he knew the Lord.” 

| 21. Speaking of ſome who were intangled 
with inordinate affection, and talked of their 
© wanting to know the will of God,” he ſaid, 
When we can give up our own wills, then we 
ſhall know the will of God. And when that is 
known and carefully followed, all tempations of 

: ; this kind are at an end.“ 

22, He aſk'd “ one who was much with him, 
„Are you willing to die?“ and on her ſaying, 
* Tf I knew 1t was the will of God, I could he 

down and not leave a with behind;'' he anſwer- 
ed, I think I am drawn two ways. I have a 
ſtrong deſire to depart and to be with Chrift ; but 
ſometimes lam diawn a little backward, not 
knowing whether my abiding a while in the 
fleſh, may not be for the glory of God. Thele 
are two oppoſite points. When they are brought 
to meet, my way will le ſtrait before me. 


* The ſame perſon who wiote part of this 
Relation, 


| 
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23. He often made her repeat thoſe lines of 
Dr. Watts; 


Say, live for ever, glorious King, 
Born to redeem and ſtrong to ſave!“ 


And catch'd the two next from her, repeating 
with triumph, 


„Then aſk the Moniter Where's his fling ? 
And where's thy victory, boaſting grave?“ 


24. Thoſe three verſes in one of the Funeral 
Hymns he was almoſt continually repeating, 


© Thou know'ſt, in the ſpirit of prayer, 
We groan thy appearing to ſee 
Reſign'd to the burden we bear 
But longing to triumph with thee. 
*Tis good, at thy word to be here, 
Tis better in thee to be gone, 
And ſee thee in glory appear, 
And riſe to a ſhare of thy throne. 


« 'To mourn for thy coming 1s ſweet, 
To weep at thy longer delay: 

But thou whom we haſten to meet 
Shalt chaſe all our ſorrows away.. 
The tears ſhall be wip'd from our eyes, 

When thee we behold in the cloud, 
And echo the joys of the ſkies, 
And ſhout to the trumpet of God. 


Come then to thy languiſhing bride, 
Who went'ſt to-prepare us a place, 
Receive us with thee to abide, 
And reſt in thy mercy's embrace, 
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Our heaven of heavens be this, 
Thy fulnels of mercy to prove, 

Implung'd in the glorious abyſs, 
And loft in the ocean of love.“ 


25. Elizabeth Thomas being with him on 
Friday night, he aſked her to pray, and ſaid, 
I can pour out my whole heart, and foul, and 
ſpirit, and life in prayer.” She aſked, © Can you 
rejoice in God?” he replied, * Yes; I have 
not the leaſt doubt of my ialvation. I know that 
my Redeemer liveth, and that I ſhall ſtand before 
him in that day, I know my Sav1our 1s now at 
the right hand of God, and that he 1s praying 
for me. 1 ſee the gates of heaven ſtand open, 
and Jeſus ſtands with open arms to receive me.“ 
Then he cried, Let me go! I muſt be gone!“ 
„he aſked him, Whither he woud go? he 
ſaid, To my God;” and ,burſt out, © Come, 
Lord Jeſus! The harveſt is ready. Come, Lord, 
and put in the fickle!” | 
26. The next morning, Saturday 16. his 
ſweats ſtopped. All proper means were uſed to 
recover them. He ſaid, * I believe, they will 
not return. But I have left all to God. My 
heart is full of God. I know he will appear the 
ſecond time, without fan unto ſalvation.” 
| After lying a ſhort time, he broke out into 
vehement prayer, firſt for the church, and then 
for bimſelt ; crying out aloud, © Open the hea- 
vens, O my God, and come downinto my ſoul ! 
come Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, and plunge 
me into God | Carry me, ye angels to the boſom 
oi my God. Bear me to the feet of Jeſus!” 
then with {miles of triumph, not to be expreſt, 
| he lied, Jeſus is coming! Now I ſhall ſee 
5h | 8 the 
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16 
the unclouded face of Jeſus! Tis finiſh'd ! Tis 
finiſhed | Jeſus is come! Jeſus is come!“ 


« For us is prepar'd 
The angelical guard, 
The convoy attends 
A miniſtring hoſt of inviſible friends! 


« Ready-wing'd for their flight 
To the regions of light 
The borles are come, 
The chariots of //+ael to carry me home!“ 


One called aloud to his mother to come. He 
ſaid, . You may call; but God will not ſto 
one moment.” He ſpake no more, till he re- 
{izned his ſpirit into the hands of God. 
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